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REVIEWED BY SUE CORBETT

Aimed primarily at teens, this fictional pre-
quel to Bushnell’s Sex and the City (on which
the TV series was based) tracks Carrie Brad-
shaw’s senior year in high school, filling in details about
her family life, her pals and, yes, her very first encounter
with a toxic bachelor. Fans will recognize the Carrie they
know and love: She wears thrift-shop go-go boots to
school, and the climactic showdown with one
“friend” reveals abitter resentment brewing
since kindergarten, when Carrie’s snazzy
red Mary Janes outshone everybody
else’s plain old Keds. There’s none of the
opulent debasement that gives the TV
show its voyeuristic pleasures—this is
< small-town Connecticut, where Carrie and
her pals smoke behind the school and down
shots at adive bar—but there is Carrie, thought-
fully figuring out what she wants and how she’s going
togetit. There’s also afinal scene that skillfully hooks you
into wanting the next installment immediately, though

book 2 won’t be available until summer 2011.
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HAVING A MOMENT: CHARLOTTE AND EMILY BRONTE

Jane Austen’s so 2009; now it’s the Bronté sisters’ turn. Try these reimaginings (or wait for summer’s Wauthering Bites.)

ROMANCING JANE SLAYRE CHARLOTTE
MISS BRONTE by Charlotte AND EMILY

by Juliet Gael Bronté and Sherri by Jude Morgan
Did Charlotte ‘Browning Erwin A practiced re-
ever truly fall in This time, the inventor of literary
love? She does crazy wife in lives (Byron, Keats,

in Gael’s deli-

cious, meticulous-
ly researched
historical novel.

Mr. Rochester’s

attic is a werewolf.

What’s vampire-
slayer Jane to do?

Shelley), Morgan
works his magic
on the Brontés’
cloistered world.
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