Sex & money
& Manners

4 ne thing Candace Bushnell knows
how to do is age well. After creat-

. ing the phenomenon of “Sex and
the City,” in a later book (and now a

television series), “Lipstick Jungle,” she

homed in on the city’s power women.

Now in the delicious “One

Fifth Avenue,” Bushnell ac-

quaints us with old New York :

as it meets new money. :

This is a grownup story

told with Bushnell’s trade-

mark wit and sharp eye for

any social scene she gets

in her sights. In “One Fifth

Avenue,” it’s the residents

of one of Manhattan’s most

sought-after addresses. The

: writer who has wasted his talent. He also
was once Schiffer’s lover, but somehow
i things never worked out. He owns one of
. the better apartments at One Fifth, next
i door to his aunt Enid, a gossip columnist
. and as shrewd as they come.

Billy Litchfield can’t af-
ford to live in One Fifth,
but appreciates everything
about it. He has spent a life-
time “acting as a sort of con-
cierge” to the rich, assuring
them of the right club mem-
berships, making certain
only the right art hangs on
their wall. '

He is alovely man and
quite worried about what will

tale jump-starts when the m; NDACE ‘happen to the building’s pre-
builgiing?s doyenne — think B USHNELL mier and now—vacantgpart-
Brooke Astor — falls on her ONE FIFTH AVENUE ment, He is right to be. For

terrace in the rain and dies
of pneumonia just shy of her _
100th birthday. - i Voice,
Meanwhile, film star SooRRtEe OB ;
Schiffer Diamond is back in town, re-

. claiming her long-abandoned one-bed-
room at One Fifth. She’s middle-aged,
still hot as hell and taking on the televi-
sion role of a mother superior who leaves
the church to edit a woman’s magazine.

“Now that’s a believable concept,”
comments Philip, formerly a boy-genius

By Candace Bushnell

one thing, the extremely un-
pleasant Mindy Gooch, who
$24.95 : clawed her way into the
zooeeeeeeeeeet puilding, wants to split it up
¢ so she can own a piece of it, even on her
¢ limited income.

And so the swirl begins, so many

_ opportunities for couplings, uncouplings,
¢ social falls and unexpected risings. This

: is Bushnell at her best, providing all the

i thrills of “Gossip Girl” for people who nor-

. mally read Edith Wharton. Sherryl Connelly
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